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Indiana Jones 
and the 

Last Crusade

Kevin Costner, Amy Madigan, James Earl Jones
1989 / Directed by Phil Alden Robinson

The minute I saw this movie, it immediately became the #1 movie I 
had ever seen. I don’t think there was a #1 film before this, and it 
has yet to leave the #1 post. The baseball fantasy and father-son 
storyline gets me every time. Bonus points awarded for filming a 
seen in Fenway Park. The final scene, where Ray Kinsella (Costner) 
plays catch with his father is enough to make grown men cry.

Zach Braff, Natalie Portman, Peter Sarsgaard
2004 / Directed by Zach Braff

Without a doubt, this is the only film I’ve ever seen that has made 
me ponder the #1 spot. The movie has excellent characters, 
starting with Braff’s Andrew Largeman. His sad, yet poignant story 
has it all. The acting, humor, visuals, and soundtrack are all 
top-notch. It’s one of the few movies that can make you happy and 
sad at the same time. Some days I feel this is the real #1.

Chevy Chase, Rodney Dangerfield, Ted Knight, Bill Murray 
1980 / Directed by Harold Ramis

No movie will ever pass Caddyshack in the most-quotable 
category. The ludicrous humor of Karl Spackler (Murray), Judge 
Smails (Knight), and Al Czervik (Dangerfield) is funny every single 
time. Any movie that combines golf with genius comic acting is 
high on my list. Without fail, someone in my foursome will scream 
“It’s in the hole!” before the round of 18 is finished.

Brad Pitt, Benicio Del Toro, Jason Statham, Dennis Farina 
2000 / Directed by Guy Ritchie

This incredibly-stylized film defines the word ‘cool.’ There’s plenty 
of camera tricks and visual games while not taking away from 
the dense plot. Each character has his own way of screwing up a 
diamond-heist, with Brad Pitt’s gypsy bare-knuckle boxing lunatic 
stealing the show. All the action, laughs, and visuals are nothing 
but tons of fun.

Harrison Ford, Sean Connery
1989 / Directed by Steven Spielberg

This installment clearly rises above the other two Indiana Jones 
films in the trilogy. The puzzle-solving race across the globe 
against the hated Nazis makes for a great plot. Perhaps my all-time 
favorite character, Indiana Jones, is joined by Sean Connery in this 
fun, fast-paced flick. Granted, the special effects are old, but the 
story and quirky situations put this this film in the top 5. 
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The Matrix
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The Empire 
Strikes Back

Giovanni Ribisi, Vin Diesel, Nia Long, Nicky Katt, Ben affleck
2000 / Directed by Ben Younger

There are plenty of great stock broker scenes in this younger 
version of “Wall Street,” but the best scenes in the movie are the 
ones where Affleck rips apart the rookie brokers. The cast in this 
film is deep, and each plays an excellent role amongst the firm of 
JT Marlin. The plot is interesting and Giovanni Ribisi’s voiceover 
has some great moments.

Matt Damon, Edward Norton, John Malkovich
1998 / Directed by John Dahl

Even before the poker explosion of the 21st century, this film made 
poker look cool. Friends Damon and Norton run into plenty of 
poker characters, some too cocky for their own good. Another 
movie that uses voiceover (Damon as Mike McDermott), Damon 
helps give the audience a play-by-play both at the poker table and 
throughout the underground world of card sharks. 

Keanu Reeves, Laurence Fishburne, Carrie-Anne Moss
1999 / Directed by The Wachowski Brothers

Whether or not you enjoyed the movie, you have to admit that 
“The Matrix” did things on film that were never even thought of 
previously. Although the film is hurt by the fact that Keanu Reeves 
is in it, the amazing special effects and mindblowing premise make 
for an excellent film. The bullet-dodging scene may become one of 
the most recognizable scenes in film history.

Denzel Washington, Dakota Fanning, Christopher Walken
2004 / Directed by Tony Scott

First off, Denzel is the man. Combine that with the unbelievable 
acting skills of Fanning and the crazy but addictive directing 
style of Tony Scott and you’re in for one of the best movies i’ve 
ever seen in theatres. The chemistry between Washington and 
Fanning in the first half of the film and the mean streak of 
Denzel in half two creates a fantastic movie.

Mark Hamill, Carrie Fisher, Harrison Ford
1980 / Directed by Irvin Kershner

No matter how old you are when you see these movies, the Star 
Wars trilogy leaves a mark on your movie history. Even if the 
special effects look cheesy, or the puppet work is odd, the story 
line and fight scenes never get old. Luke Skywalker and Darth 
Vader will continue to be some of the greatest, most developed 
characters in movie history.
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Boondock 

Saints

Matthew Perry, Bruce Willis, Michael Clarke Duncan, Amanda Peet
2000 / Directed by Jonathan Lynn

This is one of the few comedies I know of where there is actually a 
plot. The physical comedy of Matthew Perry combined with a 
hilarious script makes for barrels of laughs. Even the minor 
characters  of Michael Clarke Duncan, Natasha Henstridge, 
Amanda Peet, and the particulary hysterical and quirky Kevin 
Pollak make this comedy a winner every time.

Matt Damon, Ben Affleck, Linda Fiorentino, Chris Rock
1999 / Directed by Kevin Smith

Excluding the foul-mouthed Jay, this Kevin Smith movie is quite 
different from his other Jersey-based films. Smith takes a 
humorous, tongue-in-cheek view of religion and scores big time. 
The cast is deep, talented, and they all bring their own detailed 
character to Smith’s insane plot. Chris Rock is particularly funny 
as the unknown 13th apostle, Rufus. 

Denzel Washington, John Goodman, Donald Sutherland 
1998 / Directed by Gregory Hoblit

I love this movie. First off, my boy Denzel Washington is in it. 
Secondly, the plot is both intriguing and creepy without losing 
too much credibility. Washington plays a protective uncle who 
must dig deep into the history of a dead police officer while 
uncovering a mystery of a spirit that is seemingly unstoppable. 
John Goodman acts wonderfully as Washington’s partner.

Micheal Douglas, Sean Penn
1997 / Directed by David Fincher

I will be the first to admit that the credibility of the plot in this 
film is quite low. However, the movie’s concept is still very 
intriguing. Douglas receives a gift from brother Penn that 
invited Douglas into a “game,” or so Douglas thinks. Throughout 
the film, the audience is constantly questioning the events 
surrounding Douglas, wondering if it is all a game or real life. 

Willem Dafoe, Sean Patrick Flannery, Norman Reedus
1999 / Directed by Troy Duffy

This Boston-based film is one of a kind. Flannery and Reedus are 
a brotherly tandem who play criminals with a higher cause. The 
movie explores the concept of evil fighting evil (almost like a 
superhero story). Willem Dafoe plays the most strangest, 
creepiest, and downright uncomfortable detective you’ve ever 
seen. The minor characters in this film are excellent.
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Apocalypse 
Now

voices of: Ray Romano, John Leguizamo, Denis Leary
2002 / Directed by Chris Wedge

This movie takes the cake as my favorite animated movie of all-time. 
“Aladdin” and “Toy Story” are close, but nothing matches the 
innovative style and hilarious voiceovers like “Ice Age.” Leguizamo, 
as Sid the Sloth, steals the show. His overconfidence and lisp are 
very funny. The movie keeps kids interested, but there’s plenty of 
humor for adults, including a great dodo bird scene.

Denzel Washington, Ethan Hawke
2001 / Directed by Antoine Fuqua

This movie is as tough as nails. Washington, making his third 
appearance on the top 20, plays a street-smart cop who trains 
Ethan Hawke. Washington romps throughout Los Angeles, 
causing havoc everywhere he steps, but claims that “you can shoot 
me but you can’t kill me.” Washington won the oscar for this 
performance, yet another reason this movie is top 20 worthy. 

Samuel L. Jackson, Jeffrey Wright, Christian Bale
2000 / Directed by John Singleton

When I first heard this movie was being made, Samuel L. Jackson 
couldn’t have been a better pick. Jackson’s attitude and likability 
make this movie a hit, but there’s also a solid plot, excellent 
acting by Wright and Bale, and some great humor. The scene in 
which we first meet Wright’s character is particularly funny as 
Jackson treats him like only Shaft can.

Johnny Depp, Geoffrey Rush, Orlando Bloom, Keira Knightley
2003 / Directed by Gore Verbinski

No matter what age you are, this movie is nothing but fun. Depp 
is hysterical and heroic in the role of Captain Jack Sparrow. The 
pirated world is well-created by Jerry Bruckheimer, with plenty 
of swashbuckling and pirate treasure to go around. The costumes 
are also excellent, making for a more authentic world. Check for 
several references to the DisneyWorld ride. 

Martin Sheen, Marlin Brando, Robert Duvall, Dennis Hopper
1979 / Directed by Francis Ford Coppola

I’ve never been one for war movies, but this movie is excellent. It is 
loosely based on one of my all-time favorite books, “Heart of 
Darkness,” and it is a painful look at the Vietnam War. Marlin 
Brando gives an unbelievable performance as Kurtz, a general who 
has gone far beyond the realm of human evils. Everything about 
this creepy, other-wordly film makes it top 20 material.


